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· Over the last few months we have 
worked to improve our worship 
by enhancing our sanctuary.  
These are important changes to 
help us focus on Christ. 

· The Doors of the Sea is a great 
read for anyone interested in 
studying the goodness of God 
amidst disasters like those in 
Haiti. 

· The icon behind the altar is a very 
important one. 
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I think for about the last two months, many of us have walked into the sanctuary 
of the Church and said, “Boy, our Church looks different!”  We had the many 
stages of the iconostasis, from framing to the now just about finished product of 
a beautiful structure that draws our attention to the central feature of the entire 
room, the Holy Table.  Just about every week we have added a new icon or two, 
this week 12 as we add the Apostles to the iconostasis.  The entire sanctuary was 
repainted including a beautiful red behind the altar which allows the icons to be 
even more prevalent and eye-catching.   
 
In looking around the Church, we can really ask ourselves, “Why?  Why did we 
put so much time and energy into changing the look of our sanctuary?”  The an-
swer to that question is multi-faceted, but centers on our desire to enhance and 
support our worship of God, which involves all of our senses.  The changes in 
our sanctuary serve to focus us more clearly on God and what is taking place just 
before our eyes.  In particular I would like to focus on three new features of our 
sanctuary; the iconostasis, the icons themselves, and the altar table. 
 
First, the iconostasis.  In simple terms, the iconostasis is the wall that separates 
the nave of the Church with the altar area upon which icons are hung.  The pur-
pose of the iconostasis is not meant to be a separation of the people from God, 
but the exact opposite.  In the ancient Jewish temple, there was an area of the 
temple, the Holy of Holies, the place where God dwelt that only the high priest 
was able to enter, and then only once a year with a blood offering for the people, 
on Yom Kippur; the Day of Atonement.  On the day that Christ was crucified, 
the curtain of the temple separating the areas of the temple was torn in two from 
top to bottom, showing that the way to God was opened.  During the Divine Lit-
urgy, the doors of the iconostasis are opened wide and all of the faithful are able 
to gaze into the Holy of Holies, where the gifts are offered to God on behalf of 
all of the people and for all of the people.  With these thoughts in mind, the ico-
nostasis is no longer a separation of God and man, but shows that we are fully 
able to worship in God’s presence, and stand in worship with Christ our Great 
High Priest and make our offering upon the altar of the Lord.  The iconostasis 
blocks out the distractions of the service and focuses the attention of the people 
on the holy table, the place of offering, the place of salvation in Christ. 
 
The icons that are hung on the iconostasis also serve to invite the faithful into 
worship.  The faithful are not mere bystanders watching a play before them, but 
actual participants in the work that is being accomplished.  While the faithful 
stand in worship, they are joined together with all of those who have gone be-
fore, the many holy people whose images we see in the icons, and the stories of 

The Platytera ton Ouronon or 
More Spacious than the Heav-
ens is a central icon in our wor-
ship in the Orthodox Church. 



their lives portrayed there and in the feasts of the Church.  In particular, the icons on the iconostasis itself are 
those of Christ who is shown on the right side of the middle door, John the Baptist always next to him.  And on 
the left side of the door, Mary the Mother of God with Christ in her arms and next to her, the Archangel 
Gabriel the patron of our community.  On our iconostasis we also have the Archangel Michael and St. Raphael 
of Brooklyn.  As important figures in our local community, these holy persons help to lead our entire commu-
nity in worship, pushing us forward toward Christ. 
 
Finally, the central area of our entire worship is the holy table itself, the altar.  The iconostasis and all of the 
icons are placed and designed in order that the main focus of everything in the Church is on the altar table.  On 
the altar is a tabernacle which contains the reserve sacrament for use with those who are sick or in some way 
unable to attend the Divine Liturgy; also the book of the Gospels, candles; and under the Gospel book a special 
cloth called the antimension.  This cloth contains the image of Christ taken from the cross and being prepared 
for burial as well as the signature of the presiding bishop showing our connection to the universal Church.  In 
many cases the antimension also has a relic sown into the fabric.  It is on the holy table that the gifts of bread 
and wine which are offered by the people are mysteriously transformed into the precious Body and Blood of 
Christ which is distributed to the faithful.  This is the key moment of our entire worship life, where we are able 
to partake of the fruit of the tree of Life, Christ Himself, and be given life in abundance. 
 
All of the effort to renovate our Church physically, is meant to transform our lives spiritually.  Like the archi-
tecture of the Church, we should focus our lives on the holy table, the altar, from which we receive Christ! 
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St. Gabriel Reads 
The Doors of the Sea: Where was God in the Tsunami by David Bentley Hart 
 
“As news reports of the horrific tsunami in Asia reached the rest of the world, commentators were quick to 
seize upon the disaster as proof of either God’s power or God’s nonexistence.  Expanding on his Wall Street 
Journal piece, “Tremors of Doubt,” published the last day of 2004, David Bentley Hart here returns to this 
pressing question: How can the existence of a good and loving God be reconciled with such suffering?  Hart 
clarifies the biblical account of God’s goodness, the nature of evil, and the shape of redemption, incisively re-
vealing where both Christianity’s champions and its critics misrepresent what is most essential to Christian 
belief. 
 
Though he responds to those skeptical of Christian faith, Hart is at his most perceptive and provocative as he 
examines Christian attempts to rationalize the tsunami disaster.  Many people want a divine plan that will 
make sense of evil.  Hart contends, however, that the history of suffering and death is not willed by God.  
Rather than appealing to a divine calculus that can account for every instance of suffering, Christians must rec-
ognize the ongoing struggle between the rebellious powers that enslave the world and the God who loves it. 
 
This meditation by a brilliant young theologian will deeply challenge serious readers grappling with God’s 
ways in a suffering world.” 
 
In the wake of the disaster in Haiti in the past weeks, this book will provide clear Christian insight into the 
good and loving and merciful God.  It is a challenging read, but helpful for those who are willing to really 
grapple with the truths presented. 
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Special Services.  Please see the enclosed calendar to keep up to date with the special services that take place 
during the month of February. 
 
House Blessings.  During the time of year following the Feast of Theophany, it is customary to have our 
homes blessed.  If you would like to have your home blessed, please sign up in the fellowship hall or call Fr. 
Philip to make an appointment.  This is a great opportunity for families to come together and pray for God’s 
blessing and peace on their homes for the coming year. 
 
Memorial Altar .  During the coming month, we will be installing a new altar table in the sanctuary.  This altar 
is in special memory of Alexander Loli departed this life.  May his memory be eternal! 
 
Bishop ANTOUN Visit.  The weekend of Feb. 26-28, we will welcome Bishop ANTOUN to our community.  
A schedule of full events for the weekend will be given at Church.  They will include a special gathering with 
the Sunday School students, a reception at the Damascus Restaurant, and the consecration of our new holy ta-
ble along with other services.  Please make every effort to attend this beautiful time with our Bishop. 
 
Canned Food Drive.  We will be collecting canned and non-perishable food items to have on hand at the 
Church.  Each week, the Church receives phone calls from individuals seeking assistance.  This food will go to 
those families whom God brings to us for His help.  Help us fulfill this ministry by bringing in items through-
out the year. 
 
Parish Council Elections. At our annual general assembly meeting, we chose 3 new parish council members.  
This year’s group includes Tony Nassour and Arthur White as returning members, and Jerikaye Nelson as a 
first time member of the council.  May God bless them and their service to His Church. 
 
Church Finances. For the year 2009, our Church was blessed to continuously improve the church building 
and continue to build up church ministries.  For 2010, we are looking ahead to continue this growth with an 
increased push with our Sunday School and new opportunities to reach out to the community at large.  Please 
prayerfully consider your support of the Church for the coming year.  Remember that real stewardship is not 
just our finances, but our time and talents as well.  For more opportunities please see Fr. Philip. 
 
Teen SOYO.  On the third Sunday of the month, February 21, we will organize our next Teen meeting.  Please 
see the Sunday bulletins for time and location. 
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Ask Abouna (Father) 
What is the icon behind the altar? 
The icon behind the altar is called the Platytera ton Ouronon or “More Spacious than the Heavens.”  The icon 
depicts Mary, the Mother of God with her arms outstretched inviting all people to her Son, Jesus Christ who is 
shown coming in the flesh.  This icon reveals a couple of important truths.  First, the name shows that the eter-
nal Word of God, who is Himself uncontainable, was contained in Mary’s womb, making her More spacious 
than the heavens.  Second, Mary, as an icon of the Church, the Body of Christ, does not extend her arms and 
invite people to her, but invites people to her son and God, Jesus Christ.  Finally, the placement of the icon on 
the back wall of the Church represents that Mary is the ladder from earth to heaven because it was through her 
that God dwelt among us.  The icon provides a summary of the work of our salvation. 



Birthdays 

Elias Khlaifat-2/3 
Carroll Brown-2/5 
Sladjana Popratnjak-2/10 
Ivana Popratnjak-2/10 
Natalya Kaydash-2/12 
Nadia Safi Shiber - 2/17 
Declan McAdams-2/18 
Victor Shurush-2/23 
Kathryn Rogers-2/24 
 
If your birthday is not 
listed and it should be, 
please see Fr. Philip and 
let him know to include 
you! 

1237 Eraste Landry Road 
Lafayette, LA 70508 

Phone: 337-232-9808 
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Anniversaries 
Fadi and Nahla Malek-
2/15 
Timothy and Tonya 
Lemoine-2/17 

Teachings of the Church 
Fathers 
“These three things 
God requires of all 
the baptized: right 
faith in the heart, 
truth on the tongue, 
temperance in the 
body.” 
-- St. Gregory the 
Theologian 


