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· We stand at an end and a begin-

ning and Christ puts everything in 
perspective. 

· .Divine Energy by Fr. Jon Braun is 
a great introduction to the faith, as 
well as a good book for spiritual 
growth. 

· “Theophany” is an appearance of 
God and the name that we give the 
Feast of Christ’s Baptism in the 
Jordan. 
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Writing in his journal on Thursday, December 31, 1981, Fr. Alexander Schme-
mann summed up how most of us feel coming into the new year: 
 
“Last day of the year...In our living room—our Christmas tree.  And as usual on 
this day, the feeling of time: its essence, its experience as an end and a begin-
ning!” 
 
Many of us could just have easily written those words.  Sitting in my living room 
is my Christmas tree.  We had a real tree this year, so it is still alive, but there are 
traces of its ending to be found littered on the floor.  The smell of the needles is 
not as strong as it was when we first brought it into the room.  Soon, we will take 
down all of the decorations and move on after 40 days of fasting in preparation 
for the Nativity of Christ; after many hours spent in shopping centers thinking of 
the best gifts; and many more hours sitting with family and enjoying the joy and 
break of the season.  There is a definite ending. 
 
But, even with those thoughts of ending coming upon us, there are also the other 
thoughts of a beginning, a fresh look, a new and exciting day to dawn.  The days 
themselves are becoming longer and longer, the excitement of the feast lasts into 
the new year as we abstain from fasting until the Feast of Theophany; as the tree 
is taken out of the house the house is cleaned and freshened; there is just a gen-
eral spirit of liveliness. 
 
That spirit of end and beginning that we feel in the time just following Christ’s 
birth is really summed perfectly in the great Feast of Theophany, the day of 
Christ’s baptism in the Jordan River by John.  On that day, Christ came down to 
where John had been baptizing people and Himself submitted to baptism by the 
hands of John.  As He who had created the world and constantly been working 
for its salvation was baptized in the Jordan, the voice of the Father boomed from 
heaven revealing Christ to be His Only-Begotten Son; and the Holy Spirit in the 
form of a dove came down from heaven as well.  All three persons of the Trinity, 
revealed to the world for the first time.  Of course, all three persons of the Trin-
ity had been working together ceaselessly from the beginning, but this was the 
first time that they were revealed to the world.  And this is why we call this great 
feast Theophany, or the revelation of God. 
 
As a Church, we celebrate this feast with joy and thankfulness.  I already men-
tioned that we do not fast, something that we as Orthodox do every week on 
Wednesday and Friday and during the major seasons of the year.  We also come 
together and celebrate the Eucharist, the Divine Liturgy.  The entire community 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Sav-
ior, fully God and fully man, 
who came into the world to 
renew all of humanity! 



comes together again on this special day to give thanks for God’s blessings.  We participate in the Great bless-
ing of the waters.  The water that is blessed during the service is then used for Holy Water throughout the rest 
of the year.  It is taken by individuals to drink and bless themselves in times of need.  The priest takes water to 
each of the homes of the faithful asking for God’s blessing and mercy to come upon the family and to protect 
the home.  It is also traditional to go out into the world and bless a natural body of water to bring the celebra-
tion outside of the confines of just one individual Church and truly out to the world. 
 
With all of these important elements of the Feast of Theophany, it is easy to see that this is not just any feast, 
but is one that brings us to renewal to regeneration.  And not just we the faithful who attend the services, but to 
all of creation.  At Christmas we thanked God for coming into the world and taking on our humanity.  In 
Theophany we thank God for coming into the world and blessing all of creation, truly making it new.   
 
One of my favorite things to exclaim as a priest are the words from the service of the blessing of the waters 
done at any baptism or on the feast of Theophany: Great art Thou, O Lord, and marvelous are Thy works, and 
there is no word which is sufficient to hymn Thy wonders!  This sentence is exclaimed three times as the be-
ginning to a beautiful prayer of thanksgiving to God for all of the wonderful things that He has done for our 
salvation over the course of time.  During this great and Holy time of year and this wonderful feast of our 
Lord’s Theophany, we remember that God has done so many, numberless and expressionless things that cause 
us to stand back and merely say, “Great art Thou, O Lord!” 
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St. Gabriel Reads 
Divine Energy: The Orthodox Path to Christian Victory by Fr. Jon E. Braun 
 
“How do we win our personal war against temptation?  How do we turn our failure to be Christians—rather 
than simply to become Christians—into true spiritual triumph against our merciless passions and the tempta-
tions of the demons?  How, in short, do we achieve ‘union with Christ’?  Jon Braun answers these and other 
pressing practical questions in this well-written, easily understandable book and shows us that, ‘we are to 
be...cooperators with God.  We need to know what God expects from us in our spiritual battle.’ 
 
This indeed is a ‘back to basics’ book.  The basics presented herein are not, however, the invention of one 
man, nor are they found only in this book; they are rather a reflection of the faith and worship of the historic 
Church!  Jon Braun is not reinventing the wheel.  Instead, he is leading us to a rediscovery of the wheel of 
faith long since lost, squandered, or abandoned.  He is picking it up, dusting it off, and setting it aright.” - 
From the foreword by Frank Schaeffer 
 
Before becoming Orthodox, Fr. Jon Braun spent eight years with Campus Crusade for Christ.  He was an origi-
nal member of the Evangelical Orthodox Church, a group of faithful Christians who joined the Holy Orthodox 
Church in 1987.  He is a dynamic speaker and a faithful priest. 
 
This book is a wonderful read for serious Christians of all-ages.  The style of the writing invites even teenagers 
and young adults to grapple with the important teachings of uniting oneself to Christ.  If you are looking for a  
book that is an introduction to the faith as well as a practical guide of putting those things into practice, this is 
the book for you. 
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Special Services.  Please see the enclosed calendar to keep up to date with the special services that take place 
during the month of January. 
 
House Blessings.  During the time of year following the Feast of Theophany, it is customary to have our 
homes blessed.  If you would like to have your home blessed, please sign up in the fellowship hall or call Fr. 
Philip to make an appointment.  This is a great opportunity for families to come together and pray for God’s 
blessing and peace on their homes for the coming year. 
 
Memorial Altar .  During the coming month, we will be installing a new altar table in the sanctuary.  This altar 
is in special memory of Alexander Loli departed this life.  May his memory be eternal! 
 
Bishop ANTOUN Visit.  The weekend of Feb. 26-28, we will welcome Bishop ANTOUN to our community.  
A schedule of full events for the weekend will be given at Church.  Please make every effort to attend this 
beautiful time with our Bishop. 
 
Canned Food Drive.  We will be collecting canned and non-perishable food items to have on hand at the 
Church.  Each week, the Church receives phone calls from individuals seeking assistance.  This food will go to 
those families whom God brings to us for His help.  Help us fulfill this ministry by bringing in items through-
out the year. 
 
General Assembly Meeting. Every year, we as a community come together to discuss the previous year and 
prepare for the new one.  Our parish general assembly meeting will be Sunday, January 17.  During this meet-
ing, we will elect 2 new parish council members and approve the budget for 2010.  Please make every effort to 
attend this important meeting in our community. 
 
Church Finances. For the year 2009, our Church was blessed to continuously improve the church building 
and continue to build up church ministries.  For 2010, we are looking ahead to continue this growth with an 
increased push with our Sunday School and new opportunities to reach out to the community at large.  Please 
prayerfully consider your support of the Church for the coming year.  Remember that real stewardship is not 
just our finances, but our time and talents as well.  For more opportunities please see Fr. Philip. 
 
Teen SOYO.  On the last Sunday of the month, January 31, we will organize our next Teen meeting.  Please 
see the Sunday bulletins for time and location. 
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Ask Abouna (Father) 
What does ‘theophany’ mean? 
The word ‘theophany’ is a Greek word that means ‘appearance of God.’  This is the name that is given to the 
Feast of Christ’s Baptism, which is celebrated on January 6.  It is an appearance of God because it was at the 
event of Christ’s baptism by John in the Jordan that we have all three persons of the Holy Trinity present.  The 
eternal Son of God, Jesus Christ, is baptized in the waters of the Jordan; the Father speaks in a thunderous 
voice; and the Holy Spirit descends from heaven in the form of a dove.  What a momentous event!  “When 
Thou wast baptized in the Jordan, O Lord, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest.”  These words from 
the special hymn or troparion of the feast reveals that the baptism of Christ in the Jordan was truly a 
Theophany or an appearance of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit! 



Birthdays 

Mohanna Khlaifat-1/1 
Rula Mouawad-1/11 
Casey Albritton-1/20 
Moussa Khlaifat-1/21 
Michael Mouawad-1/26 
Ann Qaisieh-1/27 
Willow Ann-1/29 
Michelle Hand McAdams-
1/30 
Seraphim Nelson-1/30 
 
If your birthday is not 
listed and it should be, 
please see Fr. Philip and 
let him know to include 
you! 

1237 Eraste Landry Road 
Lafayette, LA 70508 

Phone: 337-232-9808 
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Anniversaries 
 

Teachings of the Church Fa-
thers 
“I do not worship 
matter; I worship the 
Creator of matter, 
Who for my sake be-
came matter, and took 
up His abode in mat-
ter, and by means of 
matter accomplished 
my salvation.” - St. 
John of Damascus 


