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· The History of the Christian 
Church is important to help us 
understand and appreciate the 
Church that is our home. 

· Christ the Conqueror of Hell is a 
great book to read to understand 
the work that Christ did for us 
and for our salvation. 

· The Feast of the Ascension cele-
brates Christ redemption of not 
just the spiritual but the physical 
humanity as well. 
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At the University of South Carolina, along with studying world religions and the 
Scripture in preparation of attending seminary after graduation, I also studied 
history.  So, of course my answer to the above question is an astounding, “Yes! 
History does matter!”  Of course in the back of my mind I am thinking about all 
of the classes that I took in college and wondering if it does matter that I know 
all about the Napoleonic Wars, all about plenty of stuff that might not really mat-
ter at all.  But, my answer to the question still stands, especially in light of the 
history of the Christian Church, which is really what I am talking about. 
 
This month, on May 23, we are going to celebrate the feast of Pentecost.  This 
feast occurs fifty days after the Resurrection of Christ and ten days after Christ’s 
ascension into heaven.  On this great day, the Apostles were all gathered together 
in Jerusalem and they experienced a particular descent of the Holy Spirit upon 
them and upon all those that were with them.  Tongues of fire fell upon all of the 
faithful that were gathered and when Peter, inspired and moved by the Holy 
Spirit, stood to speak to the crowd, every single person, no matter their back-
ground was able to understand what Peter was teaching in his own language.  
This momentous event is oftentimes referred to as the “birth of the Church.”  It 
is from this moment that the Apostles go throughout the world and preach the 
good news of Christ and establish the Christian Church everywhere they would 
go, from Rome to Egypt and even to India according to the tradition. 
 
The book of the Acts of the Apostles that we have been reading in the daily lec-
tionary since Pascha recounts many events in the life of the early Church; the 
conversion of Paul, the death of Stephen the deacon, the ordaining of the first 
deacons, the calling of the first Church council, and many other wondrous and 
miraculous events.  The events recounted in Acts, though, only go about midway 
through the first century, and it is obvious to say that a lot has happened in the 
life of the Church since then.  And here we return to the original question, does 
history matter?  Does it matter what the Church did between the end of the book 
of Acts and today? 
 
There are some that would say that it doesn’t really matter.  And, I can give them 
the benefit of the doubt and say that in one sense it doesn’t.  After all, we read in 
Scripture that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”  What is 
true now,  was true then, and will be true for all time, that Jesus Christ is our 
Lord and Savior.  But, it would be a mistake to say that all of the events that oc-
curred from the first century until now don’t matter.  Those important events 
make up the experience of the Church and have molded and shaped who we are 
as Christians today.  How so?  Here are just a couple of examples.  

On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
descended upon the disciples in 
the form of fiery tongues.  This 
is the birth of the Church. 



Since that first council written of in Acts 15, the Christian Church has experienced 7 Ecumenical Councils, or 
those councils which are called to rule on matters of Church doctrine; not to mention the scores of other 
smaller councils through history.  Without those, we wouldn’t even have the book of the New Testament that 
we use everyday, which wasn’t officially canonized as Holy Scripture until the end of the 4th century at the 
Council of Carthage.  How different would our Christianity be without those councils and without the Holy 
Bible as we know it today? 
 
In the book of Acts we hear many inspiring stories of the Apostles, trials that they overcame through the help 
of Christ, miracles worked through their prayers.  Throughout the almost 2000 year history of the Christian 
Church there are many more inspiring stories in the lives of the saints, leading up to the present day.  These 
stories, like the accounts in Scripture help us to relate the Gospel message to our daily lives just as the millions 
of Christians throughout history have done.  What would our life in Christ be without their example? 
 
A brief study of the history of the Christian Church will open up a whole world of experience.  Journeying into 
the Church’s past will provide a great appreciation for the Church that we now call home. 
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St. Gabriel Reads 
Christ the Conqueror of Hell: The Descent into Hades from an Orthodox Perspective 
By Archbishop Hilarion Alfeyev 
 
“This in-depth study on the realm of death presents a message of hope held by the first generation of Christians 
and the early Church.  Using Scripture, patristic tradition, early Christian poetry, and liturgical texts, 
Archbishop Hilarion explores the mysterious and enigmatic event of Christ’s descent into Hades and its conse-
quences for the human race.  Insisting that Christ entered Sheol as Conqueror and not as victim, the author de-
picts the Lord’s descent as an event of cosmic significance opening the path to universal salvation.  He also 
reveals Hades as a place of divine presence, a place where the spiritual fate of a person may still change.  Re-
minding readers that self-will remains the only hindrance to life in Christ, he presents the gospel message 
anew, even in the shadow of death.” - taken from the back cover of the book 
 
This wonderful book clearly shows the difference in the Orthodox approach to the feast of feasts, Great and 
Holy Pascha.  While many Christians put the emphasis of this holy time of year on the sacrificial death of 
Christ on the Cross, the Orthodox tradition looks instead to the conquering of death as the major event in the 
life and salvation of all people.  To show this, Archbishop Hilarion closely looks at the writings of the Church 
Fathers in both the East and the West, from the first through the eighth centuries.  From there, he looks con-
cretely at the poetry of Ephrem the Syrian and Romanus the Melodist, whose writings are often used liturgi-
cally in the worship of the Church.  Stemming from these great poets, Archbishop Hilarion quotes extensively 
from the liturgical tradition of the Church. 
 
In his conclusion, Archbishop Hilarion does admit that some of his conclusions could be debated amongst Or-
thodox scholars.  He makes a distinction in where he presented Orthodox doctrine and his own theological 
opinions on the matter, places where there is no doctrinal consensus in the Church.  This very interesting study 
is well worth the read in order to better understand the work of Christ in His life as well as the work that was 
done on that longest day of the year, the day of His Sabbath rest in the tomb. 
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Special Services.  Please see the enclosed calendar to keep up to date with the special services that take place 
during the month of May.   
 
Spring Cleaning.  Following the Soul Saturday Divine Liturgy on Saturday, May 22, we will be having a 
spring cleaning event.  From 10 am until we finish, we will be cleaning up the grounds including weedig the 
flowers, cleaning the gutters, picking up the Sunday School rooms, etc.  A wonderful lunch of hamburgers and 
hot dogs will be provided for all who participate. 
 
Donations Needed.  As we continue our improvements to the Church, donations are needed for new altar 
clothes and a glass piece to go on the top of the altar.  If you would like to help with this, please see Fr. Philip. 
 
Photo Directory.  Over the coming months, we are going to be producing a new photo directory for the 
Church.  It is very important for as many people as possible to participate in this project so that we can be as 
updated as possible.  Announcements will be given weekly in Church. 
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Ask Abouna (Father) 
What is the Feast of the Ascension? 
One of the 12 major feasts of the Orthodox Church is the Feast of the Ascension, marking Christ’s Ascension 
into heaven.  This feast occurs forty days after Pascha, Christ’s Resurrection.  This feast is amazing in that it 
shows that humanity, flesh and blood, is able to enter into the Kingdom of God.  Jesus did not put aside His 
humanity in order to enter the presence of God.  The angels looked upon this event in amazement as they be-
held this reality.  In this feast, Christ shows us and reminds us that we too will be resurrected.  Our lives in the 
Kingdom of God are not only lived in Spirit, but in flesh.  Our beings may be different, transformed, but we 
will still be unique individuals worshipping and united with God with all of our senses in tact. 

Parish Council Update 
At this month’s parish council meeting, the council discussed a number of important issues.  Unfortunately, one of the 
members of the council has moved and the council is currently accepting nominations for replacement of his term.  At 
the next meeting, a new member will be elected to finish the former members term of office.   
 
Fr. Philip presented his summer schedule which involves being away from the community for two sets of summer meet-
ings and for Camp St. Thekla.  A priest will come in and serve the Divine Liturgy during that time to be sure that we 
have services during Fr. Philip’s absence. 
 
The council discussed the continuing improvements to the sanctuary; adding recessed lighting and hanging candles in 
front of the icons on the iconostasis.  They also discussed ways to keep the Church building clean and established a 
Spring clean up day on May 22. 
 
Progress has also been made for a new outreach program that involves filming portions of the Divine Liturgy and having 
them aired on the Acadiana Open Channel.  Lord willing, within the next few months, we will have spots regularly 
played on television. 
 
Financially for the month of March, we had expenses of $7,727.73 and income of $5,737. 



Birthdays 

Eamon McAdams - 5/1 
Olga Atwi-5/6 
Nabih Qaisieh-5/11 
Ziad Ashkar-5/12 
Lubna Rashmawi - 5/14 
George Sfeir-5/15 
Nahid Khlaifat-5/20 
Charles McAdams-5/23 
Alex Malek-5/24 
Raphael Mouawad-5/24 
George Rashmawi - 5/28 
 
 
If your birthday is not listed 
and it should be, please see 
Fr. Philip and let him know 
to include you! 

1237 Eraste Landry Road 
Lafayette, LA 70508 

Phone: 337-232-9808 
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Anniversaries 
Yousef and Sarah 
Abushanab-5/23 

Teachings of the Church 
Fathers 
“This is the great 
work of a man: al-
ways to take the 
blame for his own 
sins before God 
and to expect 
temptation to his 
last breath.” - St. 
Anthony the Great 


