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· The Cross reveals more than just 
the tragic death of Christ. 

· The Cross is a reminder of our 
need to be Disciples, to see the 
Victory of Christ over death, and 
to carry that throughout the world 
as we stand under it! 

· Thirsting for God in a Land of 
Shallow Wells is a wonderful 
book for a clear understanding of 
the Orthodox teaching on many 
topics. 
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This article was originally composed and published by Fr. John Badeen in The 
Messenger, April 2004.  With the feast of the Cross on September 14, the article 
is worth revisiting.   

“For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us 
which are saved it is the power of God.” (I Corinthians 1:18) 

There are times in our lives that seem dark and God’s way appears difficult to 
understand.  Nothing seems to go right and we become puzzled and confused.  It 
is in such times that people of faith gather at Calvary to stand and look.  We 
draw strength from that scene and, if not complete understanding, we feel a 
sense of togetherness in suffering.  We feel that if Jesus could know that agoniz-
ing death-and God the Father could let it occur-then we can endure our small bit 
of suffering.  We find strength in that example.  But if our understanding is only 
in that sense, then we are failing to comprehend the true and complete meaning 
of the crucifixion; for the value of the Cross is not in its tragedy but in its out-
come.  Ultimately, it was not the suffering of Christ which saved us, it was His 
life, from birth through the crucifixion to the triumph of the Resurrection.  The 
Cross is the way to that salvation, from incomplete, earthbound living, to abun-
dant, eternal living. 

The Cross shows us the sin of the world; reveals the awful results of actions 
growing out of hate and prejudice rather than out of God’s purpose and respect 
for others.  But, far more important, it also shows that God bears and takes away 
the sins of the world.  The longer we stand beneath the Cross of Jesus Christ, the 
more aware we are of the intrinsic worth of each individual in the eyes of God.  
We see not just sin and its resulting tragic cruelty, but the mercy of God taking 
away the defeat of sin and wrongdoing and making goodness and faithfulness 
triumphant.  We then see the symbol that He is with us in all of life-a sustaining 
strength-but even more, the One who bears our wrongdoings.  In that under-
standing, we recognize the Cross of Forgiveness and know it as the way and the 
hope to renewed living. 

The Cross reveals the grace of God.  As we stand beneath it, we see that love has 
in it the capacity to suffer; that God shares in our suffering.  We see the unfail-
ing, unchanging, undying love of God which is with us in disappointment, de-
feat, and death as well as in prosperity, joy and victory.  Then we understand that 
we are looking at the Cross of Healing and that it is the way to adventurous daily 
living for we have seen the constancy of God, His unfailing love, and the stead-

This is an icon of the Elevation 
of the Holy Cross which is cele-
brated on September 14. 



fastness of His righteousness. 

The Cross exhibits fundamentally the meaning of discipleship.  As we look at it, we see the ability of man-in 
his dependence on and cooperation with God-to face life and death without faltering and without bitterness and 
despair.  We see the spirit of man triumphant in love and know that when love stands to go to the whole way at 
whatever cost it becomes redemptive.  Then, we can take up the Cross of Discipleship as the way to abundant 
living through service, knowing that whosoever will lose his life for His sake shall find it. 

The Cross proclaims the eternity of love, truth, and righteousness.  As we look at it we see that those things 
which have right of life will never die.  Mankind scrawled “King of the Jews” across that first crude structure; 
but the Hand of God has carved the permanent inscription-we conquer “in This Sign.”  So, we today, are able 
to take up the Cross of Peace, secure by faith and by knowledge, that we are more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us and knowing that this is the way to transformed and triumphant living. 

The Cross on Calvary was a harsh, cruel, tragic instrument of torture that seemingly meant death to all reason 
and goodness.  But as we today look at it we see God’s grace and love; His sharing and forgiving; His service 
and purpose.  Therefore as we take up the Cross in our daily living it becomes not one, but four crosses; The 
Cross of Forgiveness as the way God bears and takes away sin; the Cross of Healing as the way God’s unfail-
ing love and unchanging goodness rebuilds lives; the Cross of Discipleship as the way boundless love and ser-
vice to God and mankind fulfill the soul’s demand for real purpose; the Cross of Peace as the way to a secure 
faith that we are more than conqueror’s through Him and to confident realization that truth and goodness do 
prevail over the unjust and the evil. 

Look at the Cross! Take it up! For, rather than a tragedy, it is the way to abundant, and eternal life through 
faith in the mercy of God’s forgiveness, in the strength of His love, in the salvation of service to Him and our 
fellow man, and in the power and triumph of His goodness. 
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St. Gabriel Reads 
Thirsting for God in a Land of Shallow Wells by Matthew Gallatin 
“Beginning in the street ministry days of the Jesus Movement, Matthew Gallatin devoted more than twenty 
years to evangelical Christian ministry.  He was a singer/songwriter, worship leader, youth leader, and Calvary 
Chapel pastor.  Nevertheless, he eventually accepted a painful reality: not matter how hard he tried, he was 
never able to experience the God whom he longed to know.  His was a great dream that could not find fulfill-
ment, a deep question that could not answer itself, an eternal thirst dwelling in a land of shallow wells. 
 
In Thirsting for God, philosophy professor Matthew Gallatin expresses many of the struggles that a Protestant 
will encounter in coming face to face with Orthodoxy: such things as Protestant relativism, rationalism versus 
the Orthodox sacramental path to God, and the unity of Scripture and Tradition.  He also discusses praying 
with icons, praying formal prayers, and many other Orthodox traditions. 
 
An outstanding book that will help Orthodox readers more deeply appreciate their faith, and will give Protes-
tant readers a more thorough understanding of the Church” - From the back cover of the book 
 
This book is now available in the Church bookstore! 
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Special Services.  Please see the enclosed calendar to keep up to date with the special services that take place 
during the month of September.  In particular there are 2 important feasts on Sep. 8 and 14. 
 
Sunday School.  Once again we will be having our Sunday School program for our young people.  The new 
program will begin on Sunday, September 12.  Teaching and raising up our children in the faith is one of the 
most important things that we do as a Church.  Please allow your children to participate in this important pro-
gram and help out wherever you are able. 
 
Donations Needed.  As we continue our improvements to the Church, donations are needed for new altar 
clothes.  If you would like to help with this, please see Fr. Philip. 
 
Photo Directory.  Over the coming months, we are going to be producing a new photo directory for the 
Church.  It is very important for as many people as possible to participate in this project so that we can be as 
updated as possible.  Announcements will be given weekly in Church. 
 
Volunteers Needed. Are you looking for an opportunity to help out our Church community?  Do you see a 
need that is not being addressed that you would like to help with?  Please let any Parish Council Member or Fr. 
Philip if you would like to help out with any ongoing projects in the Church community. 
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Ask Abouna (Father) 
What are feast days and how many of them are there? 
As Orthodox Christians, we believe that there is a whole rhythm to our life in Christ; it is not something that is 
lived out only on Sundays.  In order to help us to better understand how that rhythm of life in Christ works, the 
Church celebrates 12 major feast days revolving around events in God’s work for mankind’s salvation.  These 
feast days include events in the life of Christ; for instance, His birth, His Resurrection, His Baptism.  They also 
include events in the life of the Theotokos; for instance her birth and her death.  Each of these important days 
in the life of the Church help us to more clearly see and appreciate the work that God has for us and for our 
salvation.  Everyday is a gift from God and a joy to celebrate.  These 12 major feasts help us to put our priority 
and our hope in Christ by establishing us in the rhythm of the life in Christ. 

Parish Council Update 
With our return to our normal schedule following the various changes over the summer months, the 
parish council is hard at work organizing the coming year.  At our next meeting, the parish council 
will be discussing: 
· New opportunities for Outreach into the community 
· A new look and ideas for our next festival 
· Increasing opportunities for members to fellowship 
· Improvements to our building and unfinished projects 
All of these projects take not only the dedicated few who serve on the parish council, but the support 
of all of the members of the parish.  Please keep all of the members of our parish council in your 
prayers as they work to continuously improve our Church’s vision of the work of Christ in Lafayette! 



Birthdays 

Sebastian Qaisieh-9/3 
Thomas Marckese-9/7 
Sarah Qaisieh-9/12 
Karl Ashkar-9/12 
Violette Karhbet-9/16 
Ghyass Rizk-9/17 
Maria Uliantzeff-9/18 
Srboljub Popratnjak-9/22 
Alice Khlaifat-9/22 
Eli Long- 9/27 
Nahla Malek-9/28 
 
 
If your birthday is not listed 
and it should be, please see 
Fr. Philip and let him know 
to include you! 

1237 Eraste Landry Road 
Lafayette, LA 70508 

Phone: 337-232-9808 
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Anniversaries 
Nader and Rachel Qai-
sieh-9/20 

Teachings of the Church 
Fathers 
“God cannot be 
grasped by the 
mind.  If He 
could be grasped, 
He would not be 
God.” - Evagrius 
of Pontus 


